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Linden’s First-Ever Intergenerational Event
By Silvia Gonzalez and Dawn Chan

“In the presence of grandparents and grandchildren the past 
and future merge in the present.”

-Jean Vanier

Linden’s theme this year is “origins,” and our school’s unique 
and vibrant history is based on the wonderful stories of our 
founders, founding parents, grandparents and students.  As 
educators, we recognize that relationships are an essential 
part of a girl’s growth, learning and development.  As a com-

munity that fosters inclu-
sivity and connectedness, 
we aim to create intergen-
erational opportunities to 
deepen relationships that 
are so critical to the lives 
and development of our 
young women.

For the first time since the 
inception of The Linden 
School, grandparents and 
grandparent-like figures 
gathered at Church of the 

Redeemer on Thursday, 
September 2, 2010 at the 
invitation of Silvia Gonzalez, 

grandmother to two of our young women.  They met in the 
church’s board room that contained a square table.  How-
ever, as more grandparents arrived than were expected, we 
squeezed together and formed a grandparent’s circle!

How do grandparents feel about this initiative?

Grandparents were asked to share why they came. Some of 
the responses given: 

•	 “I love my granddaughter and I want her to know that I 
support her. I want to know more about Linden.”

•	 “I wanted to meet other grandparents.”
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Linden’s First-Ever Intergenerational Event
(continued from previous page)

•	 “I tried to start something like this years ago 
but it did not take off.  It’s about time we 
meet!”

•	 “We are new grandparents to Linden and 
thought it would be good to find out more about 
the school and meet other grandparents.”

Challenges

Grandparents were asked about what were some of 
the challenges they face as grandparents. Some of 
the responses included:  

•	 “I am not good 
with technology so 
it is hard to keep 
up with my grand-
daughter’s way of 
communicating.” 

•	 “I do not always 
know about 
events at the 
school until the 
last minute.”

•	 “I come from a 
different gen-
eration and some-
times I do not al-
ways understand 
the generation 
my granddaughter comes from.”

•	 “I invested time, care and love with my grand-
daughters but now they do not want to spend 
time with me—I do not understand what hap-
pened.”

Common Ground

As the conversation continued, certain subjects 
came up again and again among grandparents and 
grandparent-like figures. As proud elders in their 
granddaughters’ lives, they expressed love for their 
granddaughters and a desire to stay connected to 
them as they learn and grow. For many, a large 
part of maintaining this connection involves sup-
porting their granddaughter’s school, through at-

tending Linden events, volunteering and donations.

Those attending the gathering also stressed the 
need to be sensitive to students that may not have 
grandparents or grandparent-like figures in their 
lives, especially when planning future inter-genera-
tional events. 

Grandparents’ Day

On Friday and Monday of the International Grand-
parents’ Day weekend, Linden students from grades 
1-12 participated in sharing stories with their 

grandparents and el-
ders.  In preparation 
for this gathering, 
students participated 
in two storytelling 
workshops led by 
French-Canadian 
storyteller, Marylyn 
Peringer, and Bernice 
Hune, who shared 
her stories of Chi-
nese-Canadian im-
migrants.  The young 
women also met 
in their All-School 
“families” to create 
and work on the sto-

ries that were most 
important to them, 

which they would later share with their loved ones. 

During the gathering, the rooms were alive with 
the sound of animated conversation and laughter 
as the elders and the young women sat together in 
circles.  Comments such as “I did not know that….” 
or “You did that?  Cool!” were ever-present.  Many 
of our young women learned something new about 
a grandparent through their stories. They also had 
the opportunity to share stories that were impor-
tant in their own lives.

The importance of sensitivity mentioned at the 
Grandparents’ Gathering was in evidence at our 
Grandparents’ Day events. Students who did not 
have a grandparent in attendance were eager to 

Grade 5 students Sophie and Houston with Norman, Phil and Elaine.
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Linden’s First-Ever Intergenerational Event

hear the stories of their friends’ special elders, and 
those elders were unfailingly ready to talk and to 
share.

Since the launch of our successful first Grandpar-
ents’ Event, Silvia and Dawn have met to brain-
storm possible opportunities for future intergen-
erational projects.  We would like to help all Linden 
community elders to be as involved as they choose 
to be. We will be seeking the help of interested el-

ders in forming a working team to assist in the co-
ordination of these efforts.  To ensure that we rec-
ognize and include all the elders in the lives of our 
young women, we invite not only grandparents, 
but also special aunts and uncles or family friends 
to participate. We would also like to invite the par-
ticipation of interested students to this team. We 
ask for the continued help and support of parents 
and students as we begin to seek further contact 
with these individuals in the coming months.

(continued from previous page)

Marketing Update: Telling Linden’s Story
By Dawn Chan

So much wonderful learning and meaningful growth happens every day at The Linden School - and 
we think it’s important to share it with the wider community. That’s why, a few years ago, we began 
the process of rejuvenating Linden’s brand to reflect the “personality” of our school. As with many 
projects at Linden, this one started with conversations – in-depth, enlightening discussions with stu-
dents, alumnae, parents, faculty, and Board members who were excited to share with us their views 
on what makes Linden unique.

We then put together a marketing committee made up of individuals that had professional back-
grounds in marketing, communications, or public relations. Importantly, these individuals also rep-
resented several key aspects of our community.  This committee consisted of: Alana DaSilva (Lin-
den ‘98), Beth Alexander (faculty), Karen Hatch and Paul Cassel (Linden parents), Lorraine Lederer 
(Board co-chair), and Shannon MacDonald (Linden supporter).  I represented Linden’s administration 
on the committee, and Kate Raven joined us as staff support. 

This dedicated committee of Linden volunteers met monthly over the past year, using the informa-
tion collected from the community to guide us in creating our new marketing materials.  Many hours 
outside of these meetings were also spent by these individuals in completing specific projects, such 
as running focus groups, crafting key messages, and creating advertisements. 

As a result of this committee’s work, we have strong messaging which clearly conveys what Linden is 
all about to prospective families, and a new logo and vibrant colour palette to support our message. 
We also have a new tagline, which you may have noticed on our new materials, and which we hope 
resonates with you: “Where girls find their voice.” Nowhere is this work more evident than in our new 
admissions packages, which are customized for the Junior, Middle and Senior Schools. We launched 
these new materials at the Our Kids Private School Expo on October 16, with great success.

This has truly been a collaborative effort, and I am so thankful for the feedback we have received 
from the community to guide the committee in their work.  In addition, I would especially like to 
thank this dedicated committee for the many hours they have contributed of their expertise and time.

If you are interested in seeing some of our new materials, we have some copies at the front desk - 
please stop by and have a look!
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Week Without Walls

From September 27-29, students in grades 1-11 learned outside of the school for our 
annual Week Without Walls. What did they get up to this year? Read on to find out!

Week Without Walls: Junior School

Our students in grades 1-6 investigated the Ontario 
Science Centre, explored new modes of communi-
cation with puppet-making and improv workshops, 
and experienced what life was like for Ontario’s 
first European Settlers at Sainte-Marie among the 
Hurons. Here’s what they have to say about Week 
Without Walls 2010

Monday - The Ontario Science Centre

“On Monday we went to the Science Centre. We 
watched a movie about stars. I wish I could go back 
with my mommy and daddy. We also went to a 
classroom. We built bridges.”

-Bronwen, grade 1

“On Monday we went to Kidspark at the Science 
Centre. Lia and I went on the spinny ride. And 
grades 1-4 went to a classroom and talked about 
structures. We learned a magic trick and made a 
ring bridge. We had fun.”

-Sarah, grade 2

“I liked going to the Science Centre because I liked 
seeing the movie, especially the part with the seals. 
I liked the planetarium because we learned about 
stars. I also liked the Kidzone when we spun around 
on a spinning wheel. We also learned about bridges 
at a workshop.”

-Kate, grade 3

“I stepped up to the VanderGraaf generator at the 
Science Centre. I was holding my friend’s hand and 
squeezing it. I heard a buzzing sound, then felt 
tingling in the ends of my hair. The next thing I saw 
was the scientist holding up a mirror, and in the re-
flection, I saw that I looked like a lion with my hair 
standing on end. A static balloon could never match 
that feeling!”

-Claire, grade 6

Continued on next page
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Week Without Walls: Junior School (cont’d)
“When we went to the Science Centre, we saw an 
IMAX film about life under the sea. When we walked 
in the theatre, it was pretty dark, but once the 
movie started, the theatre seemed to light up all 
around us. I felt like I was actually under the sea, 
and had fun learning about the fascinating wonders 
that live there.”

-Samantha, grade 6

Tuesday: Workshops

“I liked the day when a 
presenter came in to teach 
us comedy and drama. I 
laughed a lot and had fun. I 
especially liked it when we 
had to name things that had 
to do with a certain topic re-
ally fast. The presenter was 
really good at improv. She 
called us all Jessie! It was 
my favourite day.”

-Mackenzie, grade 4

“On Tuesday, we began 
the morning with a puppet 
workshop and then spent 
the afternoon with a woman from Second City 
Comedy Troupe. She kept calling us all Jessie! She 
said it was easier than memorizing our names. We 
thought it was silly but fun. We played games like 
‘Bippity, bippity, bop’, ‘Elephant & Jet’, and made 
up stories together.”

-The Grade 5 Class

Wednesday: Sainte-Marie 
among the Hurons

“On Wednesday we went 
to Sainte-Marie among 
the Hurons. We took a 
bus to get there and Beth 
played fun games with us. 
First we watched a movie 
about the people who lived 
there. Then we went to the 

kitchen. It was very smoky but we tried cornbread 
and maple syrup. It was very good! After that we 
went to the tailoring shop and dressed up. Bron-
wen dressed up as a Huron girl and I dressed up as 
a Huron boy! We also went to the Longhouse and 
Kelly, our guide, told us a story. After that we vis-
ited the pigs and cows. We also planted the three 

sisters – corn, squash, and 
beans. Then we made corn 
husk dolls. I named mine 
Sacagawea. If I could go 
back I would have a great 
time, again!”

-Mieko, grade 2

“Sainte-Marie is a histori-
cal site where the Wendat 
people lived with the Jesu-
its in the 17th century. 
We watched a video in a 
theatre and at the end, the 
screen lifted up to reveal a 
doorway into the site. Our 
class walked through build-
ings like the smokehouse, 
schoolhouse, church, and 
cookhouse. Then we sat in 

a longhouse. We gathered around a fire and there 
were lots of firs and dried plants hanging around 
the building. It was very smoky and warm but it 
smelled good. After lunch, we played games which 
the Wendat people used to wager on and then 
played a game of lacrosse. Then we used a piece of 
clay to make oakies, a clay face. The Wendat be-
lieve that anything with a face has a spirit and that 
this oakie would protect you from bad spirits. We 
wrapped up the day with a tour of the museum and 
then took a LONG bus ride home.”

-The Grade 5 Class 

“My favourite part was when we went to Sainte-
Marie among the Hurons. I really believed I went 
back in time. In the longhouse, we sat around the 
fire. The light shone through the ceiling in streams. 
It seemed so real.”

-Jenifer, grade 6
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Week Without Walls: Middle and Senior Schools
For their Week Without Walls, students in grades 
7-11 headed to Camp Wahanowin for three days 
of team building. (Our grade 12 used this time 
to plan for their culture-service trip, for which 
they are independently fundraising, later in the 
year. Stay tuned to hear all about it!)

Here are some excerpts from grade 7 student 
Amanda about her Week Without Walls experi-
ence:

“From September 27-29, students in grades 7 to 
11 went on a trip to Camp Wahanowin for Week 
Without Walls. On the day we left, we were all 
so happy and looking forward to the trip. We 
rode on the bus for about an hour and a half. 
When we finally got there, we sat down and ate 
our lunch. Then we were told what cabins we 
were in, who we would be sharing our bunk beds 
with, and who our grade 11 counsellors would 
be. 

“We got into our groups and started to do some 
of the activities. They were all so fun! We were 
allowed to go back to our spidery cabins to rest 
for a while, and then we came out and went to 
the dining hall where we ate dinner with another 
school. They were loud. 

“That night we were all invited to see a concert 
at the camp. There was a band that had come 
in and they were going to play for us. They were 
great. They must have worked hard, because 
the singers and the instrumentalists were amaz-
ing. I loved it! 

“When we went to bed we TALKED FOR SO 
LONG until we finally got to sleep on that cold 
night. In the morning, we went to eat and we 
got hot chocolate, which was really good! Then 
we went to our different activities, and they 
were all a lot of fun. There was a high ropes 
course, where we went on all of these cool 
courses in the air on ropes. There was also ca-
noeing and rock climbing. We also had free time 
to do whatever we wanted. I went with some of 
my friends to make crafts.  

“On September 29, we headed home after a 
great trip!”
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La semaine sans murs

Meghan et Emma,  
Français 9A

Amanda et Mahal,   
Français 9A

Continued on next page
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 Sylvia et Martha,    
Français 9A

Sarah, Français 9A

La semaine sans murs
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Around Linden

Classics Students Confident at Certamen
By Jenn Haines

On Thursday October 28th, 
11 Classics students went 
to Toronto French School to 
participate in the Fall Certa-
men.  This event, run by 
the National Junior Classi-
cal League, tests students’ 
knowledge of Latin vocabu-
lary and derivatives, and 
Roman culture, mythology, 
and history, in a quiz-show 
format.  Teams of up to 
four players compete against 
each other, using buzzers to tr to 
beat their competitors to the cor-
rect answer.  

This year, we took a team at each 
of the levels: Junior, Intermedi-
ate, and Senior.  It was clear 
after the first preliminary round 
that we were a force to be reck-

oned with! Each person answered 
questions confidently and compe-
tently, and, as a result, all three 
teams scored high enough marks 
after the first two rounds to send 
them to the semi-finals. 

This was by far our most success-
ful certamen: the Junior team of 
Jamie, Shelley, and Tate placed 
7th out of 20 teams; the Inter-

mediate team of Emma, 
Emmanuelle, Grace, and 
Kima placed 7th out of 18 
teams; and the Senior team 
of Arlie, Ayesha, Alex, and 
Noa placed 7th out of 18 
teams. Clearly, seven is 
our lucky number! The girls 
have already begun training 
for the Spring Certamen, 
determined to do even bet-
ter. Congratulations!

In related news, congratulations 
to Noa, Ayesha, Alex, Grace, 
Emmanuelle, Kima, and Emma 
for becoming members of the 
National Junior Classical League 
Honor Society, which recognizes 
their high academic achievement 
in Latin for the 2009-2010 school 
year!

Linden Teachers Share Knowledge in Rethinking Schools Magazine
As specialists in applying girl-centred research in the classroom, our teachers regularly share their ex-
pertise in the media and at national and international educational conferences.  In the past few years, 
Linden faculty have presented at many academic conferences, including the Science Teachers’ Associa-
tion of Ontario Conference and Southern Connecticut State’s annual Women’s Studies Conference. 

Linden math teacher, Michelle Munk, and grade 6 teacher, Beth Alexander, have recently been sharing 
Linden’s unique approach to teaching math with the wider educational community. In particular, they 
have been spreading the word about a unique Linden event: our Social Justice Data Fair.

The Fair, held annually at Linden, is a chance for students from grades 1-12 to use their data manag-
ment skills to investigate an issue about which they feel passionate. Each girl selects an issue, conducts 
research, and presents her findings to fellow students, teachers, family and friends. This event repre-
sents one way we help students get excited about math; it also encourages students to see math as 
just one of the tools they can use to create real change in the world.

This fall, Michelle and Beth published an article in Rethinking Schools magazine, entitled “A Social Jus-
tice Data Fair: Questioning the World Through Math.” In their article, they describe the reasoning be-
hind holding the Fair, as well as the wonderful questions and conversations that result. They also gave a 
workshop on a similar theme at the Creating Balance in an Unjust World conference in Brooklyn, NY, on 
October 23.

To read Michelle and Beth’s article, visit http://tiny.cc/sjdf.
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Math Mavens and Science Sisters

On October 5, Junior School students and their 
female guests took over the gym for an after-
noon filled with math and science. At this an-
nual event, students and their mothers, aunts, 
grandparents and friends create new shapes 
with tangram puzzles, investigate the insides of 
machines at the take-apart table, and fight the 
effects of gravity at the Egg Drop station.

Check out these photos from this highly antici-
pated event!
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By Emma and Lucie, grade 10

On October 25, everybody over the age of 
18 will be voting. However, everyone under 
this age will not get the chance. On Octo-
ber 22, Linden students in grades 5 and 10 
encouraged their fellow students to partici-
pate in the voting process through Student 
Vote, so that they could have a voice in 
decision making too. 

Teams of grade 5 and 10 students ex-
plained the ballot to the voters, and then 
each voter went behind a privacy screen to 
make her choices. Student voters also had 
access to a board made by the grade 10s 
detailing the platforms of the candidates 
running in Linden’s ward, helping them 
to make an educated choice. Now, Linden 
student have the tools to vote when they 
are 18.

Results of Linden’s Vote
Mayor: George Smitherman
Councillor, Ward 22: Josh Matlow

Top: Kate (grade 3) makes her choices.

Bottom: Sophia (grade 5) explains the ballot to 
Sarah (grade 2).

Around Linden

The Ins & Outs of Debating

Making Our Voices Heard: Linden’s Student Vote

By Samantha, grade 6

If you think that debating is easy, think again.  On 
Saturday, October 16th, I went to a debating work-
shop at Upper Canada College  with Michelle and a 
few other Linden students.  I learned that there is a 
specific format that you have to follow.  Plus, there 
are a whole bunch of rules too!  I guess it’s not 

simply just arguing with another person.  It was 
so interesting and I learned more about debating.  

I really enjoyed the workshop, and I am looking 
forward to Linden’s own debate team!
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Sports @ Linden

Ultimate Frisbee Team Shines at Co-Ed Tourney
By Allison Cleland

The Linden U20 Ultimate Frisbee team demonstrat-
ed how determination, motivation and confidence 
can help them to succeed at their Small Schools 
Athletic Federation (SSAF) tournament in early Oc-
tober.  Our team was the only all girls team playing 
in the co-ed tournament.  Tenacious defense and 
outstanding team work demonstrated by each team 
member allowed us to score more points then we 
have in previous years.  

“The tournament was so much fun! I liked the 
teamwork, sportsmanship and spirit demonstrated 
by other players.” - Mara (grade 11)

“Despite the freezing cold, we still had a great time 
and played our best.” - Elaha (grade 11)

Thanks to all Gr. 9, 10, 11 and 12 players for their 
hard work during the season!  A big thank you to 
the parents and guardians who came out to support 
our games. 

Great Day at The Hangar for Junior Soccer Team

On Thursday, October 28, Linden’s Junior Indoor 
Soccer team headed to The Hangar in downsview 
for the annual SSAF Elementary Indoor Soccer 
Tournament. 

After several weeks of practice, the girls were ready 
to take the field. The team stayed strong on de-
fense throughout the day, earning them the third-
lowest number of goals scored against them of all 
of the teams in the entire tournament. At the end of 
the day, the girls finished second in a hard-fought 
consolation final.

Andy and Martin are proud of the teamwork, deter-
mination and spirit the team demonstrated through-
out the day, and they’re already looking forward to 
the outdoor season!
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Sports @ Linden

Linden in the Running: Cross-Country Wrap-Up

Before our students tell you about their experiences at this year’s cross-country meets, a quick note 
from the coaches: Elizabeth and Kate could not be more proud of the effort Linden runners put forth 
this year. They were diligent in their training, determined in their running, and boundless in their spirit, 
enthusiasm and support for each other. Both days ended with personal bests and top-half finishes for 
many students, and with weary but happy smiles for all. To top it all off, our senior runners captured 
the U20 banner for the second year running.

Well done, girls!

Elementary and Senior Cross-Country Meet

By Emma, grade 8

On Friday, October 15th, students from grade 
6-12 went to Sunnybrook Park for the cross-coun-
try championships. We all ran 2-2.5km. We were 
the most spirited group by far even though we 
were the smallest school attending. Everyone did 
an amazing job and we even won the banner in 
the high school race! 

The event was so much fun, with so much encour-
agement from each Linden girl there. I can’t wait 
for Linden to go back next year and do a great job 
again!

Primary Cross-Country Meet

By Isobel and Mackenzie, grade 4

On October 20th, 2010, the primary cross-country 
team set out on a running experience. 

The first race was under 8. Our grade 1/2 class 
came in third overall! The next race was under 10, 
which the grade 3/4 class competed in. Overall 
they came in second! It was a great adventure.

Unfortunately we did not win the banner but that 
did not matter because we still had fun. It was a 
very long race. It was 1 kilometre for some of us 
and for others it was 1.2 kilometeres. Eventually 
we all finished with pride.
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Alumnae Update

Top: Jessica, Kaitlyn and fellow team members get 
ready to ride.

Middle: Team Homunculus hits the road.

Bottom: Linden ‘05 graduate, Tara Moayed, cheers 
her friends through their 55 km bike ride.

Riding for MS

By Jessica Rochman-Fowler, Linden ‘05

On September 12, 2010, fellow Linden 
graduate Kaitlyn Lee and I, along with 
four other teammates, took part in the 
RONA MS Bike Tour, a 55km ride rais-
ing funds to fight multiple sclerosis. MS 
is a cause that is close to our hearts, 
and it was a privilege to ride alongside 
the hundreds of others who share our 
passion for this cause. Thanks to our 
cheering section, which encouraged us 
at every rest stop, we managed to finish 
the 55km ride and it felt great! 

Team Homunculus, aptly named by 
Kaitlyn, the team’s neuroscience ma-
jor, had the most enthusiasm, the best 
shirts, the most colourful helmets and 
a motto we were able to stick to: “No 
team member gets left behind!” To-
gether, we raised over $2,000 for MS 
research and are hoping to raise even 
more in the years to come as we intend 
to participate in the MS Walk-A-Thon in 
the spring and the Bike Tour again in the 
fall.  

We are always looking for others to 
share our enthusiasm.  Having fun and 
supporting a great cause is our goal, 
and we hope to encourage as many peo-
ple as we can to do the same!
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From the Faculty

Linden Learns
By Dawn Chan and Suzanne Tompkins

As part of our ongoing commitment as leaders in 
learning, Linden faculty kicked off the school year 
with a series of professional development work-
shops. These sessions, held every year at the end 
of August, add to our knowledge in areas such as 
the current research on girls’ education, incorporat-
ing girl-centered teaching strategies, and furthering 
our understanding of elements of our mission such 
as diversity and justice. As educators committed 
to ongoing learning, these workshops offer an op-
portunity to consider and synthesize how we may 
integrate these ideas into our classrooms. They also 
support our commitment to feminist and critical 
theories.  

We initially gathered as a faculty by sharing person-
al stories of community and community building as 
part of our “origins” theme for the year. To build on 
the concept of community, we conducted a work-
shop on communication and consensus building 
strategies. These tools help to guide our decision-
making as a faculty, and some of them have also 
been introduced to our students in the classroom.  

We also discussed our expectations for working with 
each other and created a “wordle” (www.wordle.
net) as a visual reminder of the things to which we 
have committed as a team. These are posted in 
many of the classrooms as a visual reminder and 
also to demonstrate teamwork and collaboration to 
our young women.

Our keynote speakers and topics for this week 
included a panel exploring power, voice and author-
ity in the classroom, and a session on diversity and 
building inclusive classrooms. The panel featured 
Diane Meschino, psychiatrist at The University of 
Toronto and Programme Leader at Women’s College 
Hospital; Michael Gilbert, professor of philosophy 
at York University; and Alana Bell, Ph.D candidate 
in feminist pedagogy and consultant to The Linden 
School. Diane discussed child development and 
developing voice without using authority, as well as 
differentiating power, authority and leadership. Mi-
chael discussed effective argument and how belief 
systems work. Alana moderated the discussion and 
brought her many years of classroom experience 

on developing student voice from the university and 
senior school settings. 

Chris Veldhoven, Queer Parenting Coordinator at 
The 519 Church Street Community Centre, led a 
faculty discussion on cultural competency, power 
and privilege, and social vulnerability.  Faculty 
explored the concept of a bi-gendered system and 
learned new strategies and resources in working 
with diverse families.

As shared in our Curriculum Night presentation, 
we will further explore new research about girls’ 
psycho-social development from Leonard Sax’s new 
book Girls on the Edge: The Four Factors Driv-
ing the New Crisis for Girls.  To support efforts to 
further integrate technology in meaningful ways 
with our young women, we are also keeping up to 
date on the latest research on girls and technology. 
Stay tuned for more installments of “Linden Learns” 
throughout the year. 

Building Consensus: The “Fist-to-Five”1

An example of a consensus-building tool we use 
in our faculty meetings is the “Fist-to-Five.” The 
“Fist-to-Five” is a visual representation of the 
group’s feelings on an issue. 

When it is time to make a decision after a dis-
cussion, the discussion leader asks everyone to 
show their level of support. Each member shows 
a fist or a number of fingers corresponding to 
his or her opinion. The number of fingers rep-
resents a scale, where one indicates a need to 
discuss certain issues and suggest changes, and 
five indicates total agreement with the idea and 
a willingness to help implement it. A closed fist 
indicates that the individual votes “no” on the 
issue, and needs to talk more about the propos-
al before his or her vote changes to “yes”.

1	 Kohm, Barbara, and Beverly Nance. 
Principals Who Learn: Asking the Right Ques-
tions, Seeking the Best Solutions. Alexandria, 
VA: Association for Supervision and Curriculum 
Development, 2007. Print.
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Calendar of Events
For updates and permission forms, please visit: 

www.lindenschool.ca

November 2010

5 	 Open House, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.

	 P.A.R.T.Y. (Prevent Alchohol-Related 	
	 Trauma in Youth) Program, Grade 10

9 	 Social Justice Data Fair, 1:20-3:40 
p.m.

	 Evening Open House, 7-8:30 p.m.

12	 The Linden School Holiday (NO 
CLASSES)�

15	 Senior Drama Night, 6 p.m.

19	 Science Olympics

25	 Grade 8 Drama Night, 6 p.m.

December 2010

1	 Grade 7-12 Term One Evaluations 		
	 Begin

10	 Grade 5/6 Persian Bazaar

15	 Festival of Lights

16	 Winter Holidays Begin

January 2011

3	 Classes Resume

27	 Science and Technology Fair, 6-8 		
	 p.m.

February 2011

2	 Wellness Day

9	 Grade 7 Drama Night

11	 Grade 6 Space Sleepover

15	 Junior Drama Night, 6 p.m.

Mission
Statement

Admission Guidelines

Applications are invited for Grades 1 through 
12. Prospective families should submit the 
following to the school:

•	 a completed Linden School Application 
Form (available online) along with a 
$100.00 non-refundable application fee;

•	 copies of final school reports for the pre-
vious two complete school years, includ-
ing any reports from the current year; 
and

•	 a confidential reference from a teacher 
who has taught the applicant (to be 
mailed directly to the school by the 
teacher).

Interviews and Assessment

Once we receive your application form, we 
will contact you to arrange a school visit and 
interview, and to schedule the academic as-
sessment. Students applying to grades 4-12 
are required to write this assessment; the 
academic assessment date for the 2010-
2011 admissions cycle is Friday, February 
25, 2011.

Contact Information

	 Email: admissions@lindenschool.ca 
	 Tel: 416-966-4406 
	 Web: www.lindenschool.ca

The Linden School is an academic girl-centred 
school which reflects, responds to and pro-
motes the experience, voice and development 
of young women in its policies, structures, 
programmes and curriculum, utilizing the 
most current and credible resources, and 
which empowers its graduates to become 
full participants in, and to take on leadership 
roles in, local, national or international are-
nas.

This mission incorporates the principles of: 
excellence, equality, equity, justice, service 
and learning as a lifelong process in a com-
munity of learners. 


